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Dockets Management Brdnch (H’FAJ31;) .-, ; ‘ =; 7 , -.:. . - -”, ..:X
‘. Fo&l and D~g A@@nistration ~‘ ~ - - 7‘.. #“

{., ..-

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061 ‘. . ‘~ “’_”- “, . . -. ,’”, -l .= ; ,
,,,~

Z-jIgZ ~,+,14 ~9:33 ,.- .;,:-, -N Rockyille, MD 2085.2 “’” , .“.Y ~ ~. .+.
:’. ,.,. .. . .. . . “* ‘.>,,

, re: LBbeling’of i~acti~~ed foods i “’ ‘ ‘ -7 “ ‘.’ “ , ,,,, ~ ,.-,: , ,.-,,,,
b !-, ,., ,,....”. .,.

... .
!,. ‘.

,’.
.,,Gentiepeople, ,’” . .,” , ,,,.,<z, ,,, ,.O,,,! .- .;:”’-.,, ‘ ‘., “,.,. ..’

$, b
. ,.

.-, . .
..’. . .,1.

. .. .. I undmstand that you are seeking comment from the puxblic on proposed = ~ , . ,””
; changes to the c.yrrent labeling- requirim~nts for irradiated-foods, ‘and I w~t to “ “‘

add my opinion on, this issue. I h not violen~y opposed to irradiation ad -- L
realise that the proIc~s~ can ldll bacteria irf”foods that cannot b:e eliminated as. ‘ . .

., sure’iy ‘;xcept by co&ing, &o that @adiati.Qn txm retw,d spoliage in certairf ~ -., “-

foods.: However, I ti’ not “pemori~ly”c.omiiwecl that his IS wkwate reasb tO’ ~ “:b
-- pti~chase such fQod’ stocks. Pri$~ @d conveniencef:for f~~d processors,

..
.. . . .

., haqdlers and- purveydrs.are not th~ only thifigs to consider,-. At issue is’t.he ~‘ ‘ ‘, ,
“”,rjght of the public to know, wh$.her what. they are’eating. has “b,eenikkadiated.,, ‘T ~
“If ,clearly labeled, we can indi~dually kfjow and decide for okirselves; - ~ ,

!.. . . . . ..
. . :, .19!*. i. . \

.-There are somejvery good ~easons to hesitate be{ore @rchasing h-radiated - ., , ..-
foods, a~ong *em are-these: = ‘. . . ,, X“ .-= ; -- ., . , . . ~~.-

.. . ., .,
.-

,!/
... ,. 1., Irradiating of food ‘stocks ma~ be hast&ing the ~e;elopment ,of resist&t””. ,. ,

bacteria in the processing plants thernselv~s. , ‘ “ ‘ ~’ . ~‘. . . I f. - -. ‘
,,.

!. , ,.. “?. ,,, .
-,’

,
,.

,.
.

.&

m 2. WE may be’ encouraging un~~it~ food ‘processing because the irradiatiofi ,: ‘.
.,

. . will be r~lied on to”kill the obvious conttiinan~s [for-example partiy spoiled’ ~ .- . “,.
food. could be sold’ b“eca.use no active ~act,e~a wer~ presenf). “- ~ - ‘ “ ‘ ‘~~ ‘“1. - “. .!c,- ,. ,

.“-”. ? .’ . I,, . .

. .

,.

.. . “3.Although’ the scientific cotimunity, is=largely in agreetie~t th~t=fiere is no r ‘ ● ,. , . .~.
hafknful residue’frorn the irradiation process, i~”the receit past opinions have’ ~~., 1.

‘ cha”nged asr.new”data appeared. - Examples have, ~een fine p-erc~~on of s@fety in” ‘‘
the use. of”pesticides, ,herbiSides and fumigants. A’~n-ident person has a neeq-.”. 8‘

.
to mainthn a,healfiy skepticism, .espeiially as-there is %0 compelling need for ~ ‘ ‘

&.’ this’’fiew tecjhnology,- .’ ‘,-, .“. :. . . . .,, ~,,, :,, Z*. .
.,, ,“., ?-, .“7,,

h.
,.’$’..’, ;. ...

4. The expensive equi~~ent md controls will be ~out of reach jfor the smaller’ .“ ‘ ~‘ ..-
p{ocessor$, leading to further co~soIidation’’and control of the distribution of ., ~ -.

7. ,“ ,. foods, with .no advantage to’ the cops.um~~~ : ‘.I - - ‘ “’ ,, z : ~~
. . ,. .,‘W-, .c, . ,.

.,, . , z, .“
7. ‘, . . .

...4*., = .. .* , ,.
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‘+j-~f- “.,. ‘: - ‘ . ‘. ‘ - +, “; ‘* “ ““::”’. ..@ ’-+Q;,’ ‘ ,;’,
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- ‘“ Harry Weitzer - “ . .46800”SW South Ro;d Ga~ton”: Oregon’ 97119 , :, , “.*
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